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By Al Rickard, CAE

fyou could give some sage advice on meeting planning to a
fellow association professional, what would you say?

It's well known that some of the best tips don’t come
from books or traming materials; they come from the real-life
experience of meeting professionals. For more than two years,
many of the nation’s leading planners have offered their best
tips on ConventionPlanit.com (www.conventionplanit.com),
a web portal in the meetings industry.

The “Stellar Tips” section of the site invites planners to submit
tips and allows site visitors to vote on their favorites. Each
month, the planner with the most votes wins a prize, such as a

$100 gift certificate to a popular retail store. Here are a few tips
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from the site that are bound to yield something that can improve

your next meeting!

* Devote one staff meeting carly in the planning process to the
review of the websites for the convention and visitors bureau
and/or hotel(s) you will use at your meeting. Rarely do we
truly evaluate these valuable tools. Devoting exclusive time
for you and your staff to review the information on these
sites will saye valuable ome in planning, spark ideas, and
give you resources you may not have considered.

Submitted by Windy K. Christner, CME senior director of micetings

and expositions, American Pharmacists Association, Washington, DC






