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standards that the industry is hungry for.
Creating green meeting standards that
have wide acceptance within the meetings
and events industry and beyond is critical
to progress toward more environmentally-
responsible meetings.”

Spatrisano has been acrively engaging vol-
unteers for the nine committees and various
virtual and city discussion groups that will
identify the best practices for the GMEPP.
These committees include: Transportation,
Accommodations, Meeting Venue, Exhibits,
Food and Beverage, Communications, On-
site Office, Destination and A/V production.

CIC sent out a survey several weeks ago as a
“call for volunteers,” and more than 100 indus-
try professionals responded. “We're thrilled at
the amazing response we're getting from indus-
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try professionals to be involved in the process,”
Spatrisano says. “A supplier told me recently he
was impressed to see that the industry really is
moving this forward. He said it gives him hope
that green standards really will happen.”

Green Meetings: Saving
the World?

It might be a stretch to think that green
meetings can save the world, but they can
certainly do their part. Angela Gennari of
VenueQuest believes, “Due to the scale and
frequency of meetings, our industry has
the ability and opportunity to create major
change in the world by committing to en-
vironmental sustainability. [ sincerely hope
people will see that protecting the environ-
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ment is not a simple choice, but rather a
commitment to change. Environmental sus-
rainability reaches beyond our industry, our
country and even our continent. Our deci-
sions today will determine the life thar future
generations will lead, and that is something
that we cannot take lightly.”

Things may also change in the meetings
industry itself. “Five years from now we
might not be calling them green meetings
anymore,” Spatrisano postulates. “They will
just be meetings, and that will be the way we
do business.” &%

Al Rickard, CAE, is president of Association
Vision, a Chantilly, Va.-based communications
company. He can be reached at arickard@

aASSOCIAtIONVIsion.com.
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