WFLO ON THE GO

World Food Logistics Organization:
Building the Cold Chain Internationally

By Al Rickard, Special to Quick Frozen Foods International

Feeding the world’s
ever-growing popula-
tion is an ever-present

challenge.
The issue is not one of
supply — more than

enough food is produced
to feed everyone on the
planet.

The challenge is distri-
bution — ensuring that
food is harvested, stored
and distributed to retail-
ers and consumers in a
way that minimizes
spoilage — from farm gate
to food plate.

head of the Dairy, Live-
stock and Poultry Division
at USDA. “It’s rare to dis-
cover a small non-profit
organization which is will-
ing and able to take on
such an important and
prodigious challenge.”
Reddington was so
impressed with the work
of WFLO that he accepted
an offer to serve as a Pub-
lic Member of the WFLO
Board of Governors. In
this capacity, he helps
guide the organization,
monitors its work, and

In the food industry,
it’s simply called “the
cold chain.”

Fortunately, there is an
organization that has
assumed the mission of

WFLO President & CEO Bill Hudson (center) meets with two
association executives from Shanghai and Beijing as part of
a WFLO mission to China. Chinese executives included Liu
Long Chang (left), secretary general, Shanghai Association
of Refrigerated Warehouses, and Chen Zhihan, director of
the China Commercial Cold Storage, Science and Technolo-
gy Information Center (CCCSSTIC) in Beijing.

keeps abreast of interna-
tional projects which may
be helped by WFLO. The
work of WFLO has also
attracted the aftention of
university presidents and

building and maintaining
the cold chain in nations around the world — the World
Food Logistics Organization (WFLO).

Government agencies including the US Department
of Agriculture (USDA) and the US Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID) recognize WFLO as the
primary organization charged with helping develop the
necessary food distribution infrastructure in develop-
ing countries. These nations often need technical assis-
tance in modernizing food handling or distribution, and
are also in a position to benefit from food exports from
the United States once the infrastructure is in place to
accept these food products.

USAID in particular seeks to promote political sta-
bility in developing nations, and recognizes that pro-
viding safe and adequate food supplies to the people of
these countries is an essential element of this process.

“These agencies realize that WFLO is an essential
link to build the bridge between agriculture and com-
merce,” said WFLO Chairman Eben James of Trenton
Cold Storage, Inc., based in Trenton, Ontario, Canada.
“Working with our partners, including government
agencies and universities, WFLO has helped to
strengthen this infrastructure in nations around the
world.”

“WFLO has stepped in to strengthen the cold chain
in South Africa, the Philippines, Vietnam, Ukraine, and
other countries,” explained John Reddington, former

deans, ambassadors, CEOs,
ministers of agriculture, eminent scientists, and other
prominent citizens who have accepted appointments to
serve on the WFLO Board of Governors and the Scien-
tific Advisory Council.

WFLO has conducted several programs under the
umbrella of the USAID Partnerships for Food Industry
Development project in conjunction with Louisiana
State University and Michigan State University.

For example, WFLO representatives have recently
completed a four-year project in Ukraine and Moldova
conducting technical iraining programs, awareness-
building seminars, educational programs, and compa-
ny-specific cold chain improvement activities. A part-
nership in Moldova with the Citizens Network for For-
eign Affairs (CNFA) is helping to build a cold chain for
fruit and vegetable producers in that country.

The Louisiana State University Agricultural Center is
currently working to develop the food industry in 10
countries in Eastern Europe, Central America and
Southern Africa. Lakshman Velupillai, Ph.D, Director of
International Programs at the Center, appreciates the
assistance and expertise that WFLO provides.

“Our team of specialists has come to rely on WFLO
to guide and assist us in critical post-harvest activities,
which make it possible to get food from where it is pro-
duced to where it is consumed,” Velupillai said. “The
work that WFLO does in association-building alone vir-






