By Al Rickard

The e-mail from Guam didn’t carry good news.

“Guam was just hit with Super Typhoon Pongsona,” reported
Jim Arenovski, vice president and general manager of Delta Man-
agement Corporation, which operates seven Shell Shops in the U.S.
Territory of Guam and the U.S. Commonwealth of Saipan. “Winds
of more than 180 miles per hour devastated the island. Our
newest station had its canopy ripped up like a sardine can and
dropped in our next-door neighbor’s parking lot. The petro-
leum tank farm is on fire, which prohibits the delivery of any gaso-
line to the stations. The Coast Guard has also closed the port. As
of yesterday, only one of my four stations had gasoline left. There
were lines over a mile long waiting for hours just to get gasoline.
Saipan was ‘spared’ with only 100 mph winds. One of my partners
in Guam is homeless; the storm blew out all his windows and
sucked what wasn’t heavy out the openings. My other partner had
his new aluminum storm shutter ripped off the house. It has
been a bad weekend.”

This report, delivered late last year in the wake of a serious
typhoon, was certainly alarming. Yet for Delta Management, it
wasn't devastating.
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