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B $# ™ The newly named Association
Trends Association Executive of the Year,
Steve Anderson of the National Restaurant
Association, nourishes his leadership
philosophy with everything from Aristotelian
philosophy to Churchillian pragmatism,
topped with a dollop of humor.

BY AL RICKARD, CAE

On a warm, sunny day in 1981, Steve Anderson gazed at the
Hawaiian surf and pondered what lay ahead in his association
management career. His future was as bright as the weather,
because Anderson had just learmed a few hours earlier that he had
been chosen as the future president of the American Frozen Food
Institute (AFFI).

Only 27 years old at the time, Anderson had but one year of
experience in association management as the AFFI director of gov-
ernment and trade relations. But Tom House, AFFI president and
CEO, saw something in the young man that inspired him to
choose Anderson as his successor.

' His assessment proved to be prescient, since Anderson has

ascended to the upper reaches of the association management pro-
fession. Now, as president and CEO of the National Restaurant
Association (NRA), Anderson has been named the 2004 Association
Trends Association Executive of the Year and will be honored at a
luncheon February 6.






