








installing a wind turbine on its 31-acre site that would produce
approximately 16 percent of its annual electrical consumption.
Five existing wind turbines elsewhere in Atlantic City provide a
strong model for this initiative.

The Center also has an extensive recycling program. During
the past year, it recycled 42,160 pounds of paper and cardboard;
10.35 tons of glass, plastic, aluminum, bottles, cans, and shrink
wrap; and other recyclable items including lamps, batteries,
wooden pallets, carpet, electrical equipment, computers, and
excess building materials.

The Charlotte Regional Visitors Authority (CRVA) has
helped create a community Green Team, which includes more
than 80 organizations that share a common goal to pave the way
for improving the environment through sustainable events and I
business practices. “This is a great example of a regional public-
private partnership that has made real strides in improving the
environment,” said Tim Newman, CRVA CEO, who founded
the Green Team with Mary Tribble, president of Tribble Creative.
Group. “We have developed many turnkey ways for organizations
meeting in Charlotte to provide green programs to their attendees.”

For example, many green programs were implemented
in connection with the recent North Carolina Conference
for Women, which reduced waste from this conference by
50 percent from the year before. Green initiatives included
reducing conference printing by 22,500 sheets of paper, making
registration bags from recycled materials, using cups that can
decompose in as little as 50 days, and using electronic signs
instead of printed signs in front of breakout session rooms.

The Charlotte Convention Center also has many programs
to support green meetings. The Center features “low E” glass
that blocks ultraviolet light; regulates the building temperature
at 72 degrees; runs lights at S0 percent; turns oft heating and
air conditioning during move-in and move-out; and recycles
aluminum, glass, plastic, paper, and cardboard, as well as 800
pallets per year. The Center uses wall-mounted blend centers
to mix combinations of cleaning supplies according to their

specific needs. Nearly all cleaning
\ _ supplies are green-certified
and enyironmentally safe.
. The Center’s food and
: beverage operation uses
biodegradable cups,
cloth napkins (or paper
napkins made from
65 percent recycled
content), edible
centerpieces at meal

functions, local and

organic products, five-gallon bulk water dispensers in place

of bottled water, and recycled cooking oil. It has reduced its
oversets at meal functions and donates leftover food to Second
Harvest Food Bank.

New meeting facilities under construction have
unprecedented opportunities to build green features into their
buildings. The Ottawa Convention Centre (OCC), scheduled
to open in 2011, will be built using regional materials and
materials with recycled content to contribute to the local
economy, minimize transportation energy and costs, and create
a demand for recycled materials. Carpets, millwork, and paints
will be low in volatile organic compounds to reduce emission
of indoor air pollutants. In the summer, air will be pre-cooled

- as it enters the building, and pre-heated in the winter to save on

energy costs. The rooftop will be built using high reflectance
materials to minimize cooling costs by reducing the roof
temperature. A cistern for gathering storm water to be recycled
for toilet use and irrigation is being explored and would help
reduce demand on municipal water and wastewater treatment
facilities, as well as reduce the annual water cost. Major new
innovations in the commercial kitchen will also reduce waste
and improve energy efficiency.

The OCC also intends to implement a comprehensive
waste management program, replete with advanced collection
and sorting plans. Another feature of the post-occupancy
environmental plan is an advanced green housekeeping and
maintenance regime that will ensure that the building continues
to operate in a healthy and environmentally friendly way for
all visitors, staff and exhibitors. The Center’s goal is to achieve
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
certification at the Silver level.

Innovations Ahead

Associations and meeting facilities are continually
developing new creative ideas to make meetings greener, and
more innovations lie ahead as more attention is focused in this
area. “The sky is the limit when it comes to green meetings, and
one of our biggest thrills is seeing the new ideas that our members
develop,” Tracey Messina, CGA executive director, says. “All this
knowledge and best practices will be built into our programs and
website so the entire industry can benefit from them.”
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